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THE 


REHEARSAL. 


The Whige- Plea; That the People Chole the Father of the Country. 


¢ The firft A 
to their Kéngs. 


King did Beget his Subjects, Whence the Title of Father defcended 


The Obligation to them the fame as to the Firf. = 
} And agreeable tothe Law of Nature, which is the Difpofition in which God 


as plac'd the World. 
Of Baffard Governments., 


H How Nature wowd Difpofe of Government. . 


Tic own Frames. 


The Whiggs plead Nature againft Revelation, but will not Allow it against 








9 Of Nataral and Reveal’d Religion. 
WEDNESDAY, Oféober 8. 1707. 
Cuntry-man. “WOU thew’d me lait (3.) Coungry-n. Yes, the very fame. For 


time, AZaffer, the pru- 
pg dence of that Wie 
ho fhow’d. throw off her Husband, and 
Twit her felf in the Hands of her Chil- 
ja, whom fle had made before Unduti- 
fal to their Father, and yet Expects they 
you'd preferve their Duty to Her! 


(1.) Rebearfal. 1 muft Examine you a 
jittle upon this Point, Coantry-max, to fee 
how well you have Learn’d, I will tell 
ja what the Whiggs fay upon this fine 
Simle of their own making, and Try how 
you can Aufwer them . They fay, That 
itis the People who Chufe the Father of 
their Country, and therefore he Deriving his 
mer from them, muft be Accountable to 
them, and Depojable by them whenever. they 
tak fit, becaufe they are the Fudges. 

Country-me The Children to Chufe their 
Faber! Who then Begor them ? Can a Child 
be before his Father ? 

Kehearf. They fay every Simile Halts a 
litle. And you muft not Purfue it.too far. 
Tho’ a King is call’d the Father of his Country, 
itis not-to be iuppos’d that he Begot them 
al. 


(2.) Coumtry-m. But the firft King did Beget 
his Subjeé?s, as you have Inftructed me. And 
when the Eideft Son did Succeed his. Father 
‘in his Authority, the ftile of Father was like- 
wife given to him. and hence the ftile of 
Faber’ to. this day given to Kings, points 
to usethe Original of . Government and ot 
King (hip, which God at firft Founded in Na 
tre, as Well as by pofitive Jnjtitution. 

Rebearf. But fince We have no Kings now 
who are OUr Natural Fathers, we owe them 
not that Obedience which the Children of 
Adam pay to him ~ 


the fame Command and Inftitution defcends 
through all Ages to the End of the World, 
thro” all the Children of Adam. And Govern 
ment is of the fame Neceffity and Obligation 
now. as it was at firft; And as much the 
Ordinance of God as it was Then. 

Rebearf. But you will not fay fo Natural, 
as when our King was likewife our Natu- 
ral Parent. 


(4.), Country-m. If it be as much the Or- 
dinance. of God, it is as Natural. For, as 
you. have. told me, WVature is nothing elfe 
but that... Order of things in which God has 
Difpos'd the World. And if God has Or- 
dain’d Government, and the Succeffion of it, 
as you, have fhew’d me in Faét, even to 
Demonftration, then it is as Natural for 
Government to goon in the fame Track, 
as for the Sun, Atoon, and Stars to go on 
in their Courfes, for Trees to Grow, or 
Beafts to Propagat. And when Government 
go’s out of that Frame wherein Ged did 
put it, it is like a AMonjtrous Birth, like a 
Comet, or a Diforder in the Shyes. It isa 
Diforder of. Nature, and fo call’d Pretere 
Natural. ; 


(5.), Rehearf. What do you think, thea of 
Comnpon-Wealths, and Elettive Governments ? 
 Country-m. What. you have fhew’d . me 
they are,-Preter-Natural, and Excentrick from 
the, Primitive Conftitution. 

Rebear}.. Ought men then to Obey fach and 
live Peaceably under them? 

Country-m. Yes, where none Claims a Bet- 
jter Right, for in that Cale, Poffe/fion gives the 
Right, as, you have Inftructed me, for none 
has a Right to Difpoffe/s them. I call thefe 
Baftard Governments. But a Baffard is a 








| Many tho” Unlawfully Begotten. And it 
, wou'd 
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wou'd be Atwrder go kill him, without a 
Lawfull Authority. So-the other is a Go- 
vernment, and tho’ Unlawfully Begotten, yet 
none has a Right~to Difpoffes them, but who 
have a Better Right to the Government than 
they have. 


(6.) Rebearf, But fome Men love to Chufe 
a Government for themfelves, and think 
that beft which is of their own Choofing. 
And is not fuch a Defire very Natural? 
Who wou’d not Defire to have the Choice 
of his Governors? 

Country-m. Ay, and to be the Governer 
himfelf! To be as God too! This was the 
firft Temptation. And the yielding to it 
fome think was very Natural. But it was 
the Corruption of our Nature. And fome 
have miftaken Nature ever fince, to be 
any Inordinate Defére comes into ones Head. 
We plead Nature for every thing we have 
a Mind to! And we have an Excufe for 
every thing, and can bear with every thing 
of our own ZJnvention and Contrivance., But 
what God requires is an Jmpofition upon us, 
and a Burden to bear it; and we will not 
fee that it is for our Good. We thiak 
not His Service to be Perfeét Freedom! But 
we will “Fxffifie and Defend to the utmeft 
what we put upon our felves, tho’ we are 
Ruin’d by it ever fo vifibly! A Man will 
bear many Infults from a 4s he keeps, 
the leaft of which he wou’d not Endure 
ina Wife. And Nature is the Argument 
ftill! How oft do we fee Nature Rebell a- 
gainft Principle? Which then is Beft? Nay, 


Nature will Rebell againft Nature! Nature’ 


it felf will not Hold thefe Pretenders to 
Nature! And none are more averfe to leave 
things so Pure Nature than thefe Natural 
Men. They wou’d make you believe that 
you are more nearly Related to thofe you 
never faw in your Life, than to yonr own 
Father and Mother, Brother or Sifter. 
Rebearf. Nature is a good thing, and it 
is a good thing to have Natural Affeétion, 
that is, with good looking to, for if you 
leave it in fome Mens keeping, they will 
not leave you one Drachm of either. There 
are fome Cafuiffs (as Mr. Hoadly and thofe 
from whom he Learn’d it) who will tel! 
you, That it is the Diétat of Nature to 
Kill your Father, for fear he fhou’d Ravifh 
your Afother? 
(7.) Conntry-m. Now isn’t it an odd thing, 
That thefe. Men fhou’d Plead Nature againft 
the Law of God, and yet will not allow 
it to be Pleaded againft their own Devices ? 
Rebellion is very Natural with fome Men: 
And to them Pafive Obedience is an Un- 
Natural Do&rin. Some can very Naturally 
Rob another, and Poffeis his Righr, for is 
it not againft my Nature t0 Want, while I 
fee another Abound? And I can make better 
ufe of his Money than he himfelf did / Who 
knows but I may Build Charches with it, 
and ferve the Caufe of Religion? Aud isn’t 
that a Good thing! Is it not very Un-Na- 








tural that I fhou’d be Ty 

and may be a Shrew, when the 
Good Natur’d Women that] 

that wou’d have me? And if ane 
Wife likes me better than her own 
and I like her better than my « 
and may be he may like 

than his own, is it not yery Ae 
Change, when all Parties are ed 
this Religion comes in, and ftops ree 
Turn! Therefore fome have Ig 
a Religion, and Prefer it tg | 
veal’d. Ps. 


(8.) Rehearf. That is indeed t6 ‘take 
the Reveal’d, For God gave us Req 
in the Holy Scriprures, as a Chait d 
Corruption of our Nature, when ik wag 
ated by the Fall. And whoever wo 
up Natural Religion NOW, fet it ; 
Oppofition to the Reveal’'d, whether 
know it or not. They let Men loc 
all the Laws of God, to follow the £ 
of their own Deprav’d and Cory | 
TURE. But if we woud Reduce oy 
rure back again from whence it has | 
and Reform it nearer to its Primitive 
wherein it Was Created, we mu 
that what the God of Nature, who} 
our Nature, has Commanded, muft be) 
Agreeable to that Nature as He mag 
And wherein foever we find what Ge 
Commanded to be Cortrary to our A 
we ought to Charge it upon the 
of our Nature, and endeavour to make 
Conform to ‘the Law of God, and ng 
bring duwn the Laws of God to Cg 
with our Nature, which is the too Com 
Method. And this is moft Natura to 
we think the God of Nature the be 
of Nature, and beft to Underitaad in w 
our Nature has been Corrupted, and 
to Retrive it. 3 


ADVERTISEMENTS 


Ti Papers being now of a Numb 
fis to be Bounds I Gonclude this fi 
iL The Preface to it, with an [nde 
wherein the various Subjects are Colled 
and put together, will foon be Ready. 


ume. 


He Prefent State of the Court of Rome: Or 
Lives of the Prefent Pope Clement XI. and 
the prefent College of Cardinals. Written.Origiaa 
ly in Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the 
of Rome, and newly Tranflated into Englith from @ 
Italian Manufcript, never as yet made Publick. Wid 
a Preface by the Publifher, containing fome few Re 
marks on the Rife and Nature of the College of Ca 
dinals, on the Maxims of their Government, ang) 
fhort Account of the prefent Pope’s Elevation to i 
Papacy, and of the moft remarkable Occurrences 
his Pontificate. ‘. 
‘THE Deifts Manual: ora Rational Enquiry 
the Chriftian Religion. with fome Confidetas 
tions on Mr. Hobbs, Spinefa, the Oracles of Reafot 
Second Thoughts, &c. by C. Gildon, Gent. Publifher 
of the Oracles of Reafom To which is prefixd # 
Letter from the Author of the Method with the Deifits 
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